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NEIL DAFFERN AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE
Neil Daffern was one of the pioneers of snowboarding in Canada as a competitor, a snowboarding advocate and a snowboard designer.

An enthusiastic competitor, Neil traveled all over North America to competitions. In 1986 he placed second in Moguls in the North American Championships. In 1989 he and a few boarding friends were the first Canadians to compete in World Cup competitions in Europe.

In the early days of the sport, ski areas were unwilling to allow snowboards on the hill — they were considered too dangerous. Neil acted as an envoy between the snowboarding community and the ski areas, trying to persuade them to think otherwise. To this end he boarded with the General Manager at Lake Louise (who was on skis) to show him that boards could be controlled, and at Sunshine issued permits to would-be riders.

At this time the few snowboards available had to be purchased from US manufacturers. To make boards affordable for local boarders, Neil designed and made snowboards out of the basement of his house. Transworld Snowboard Magazine credited Neil with being the first to come up with a twin-tip freestyle design that in North America “ushered in a new design era.”

Neil died in a helicopter accident while taking part in a heli-snowboarding competition near Blue River in April 1990. Neil’s commitment and love for the sport is reflected in this award as he always encouraged others to strive for excellence themselves

NEIL DAFFERN AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE

Canada ~ Snowboard is pleased to announce the “Neil Daffern Award for Excellence’.  

Two $5,000 awards will be presented annually to two (2) Canada ~ Snowboard High Performance Program (HPP) members. The purpose of the award is to provide financial assistance to young snowboarders who have a high level of commitment to their sport

Interested athletes are encouraged to submit their application according to the criteria below. 

Award Criteria

· Open to athletes in good standing with the Canada ~ Snowboard High Performance Program in the Alpine, Freestyle or Snowboardcross disciplines.

· Applicants must be citizens and residents of Canada

· Preference will be given to developing athletes that have recently demonstrated a high level of performance or commitment to the sport, a need for funding, and a commitment to excellence in training and competition.

Application

· The attached application form should be forwarded by email to the “Canada ~ Snowboard Neil Daffern Award Committee” at carly@canadasnowboard.ca . The deadline for receiving applications is November 23, 2011. Applications received after this date will not be considered.

· To maximize your chances, applications must be completed in full and accompanied by one letter of reference as well as your reference phone number. 

· All applications information and proceedings will be kept strictly confidential.

· All applications must be electronic, written by the athlete and submitted by email. 

Administration
· The Neil Daffern Award Committee is comprised of one Canada ~ Snowboard High Performance Program management staff, Tony & Gillean Daffern and one representative from WinSport.

· Following the application deadline, the award committee will review all applications and select the two recipients. The decision of the award committee will be final.

· The successful recipients will be announced on or before December 20, 2011. The official presentation of the award is yet to be determined.

Athlete Application

2011-2012
GENERAL INFORMATION

Last Name:

     
Given Name(s):
     
Gender:  
M FORMCHECKBOX 
  
 F FORMCHECKBOX 


Date of Birth      /     /      (dd/mm/yy)

Are you a Canadian citizen and resident?     Y FORMCHECKBOX 

N FORMCHECKBOX 

(Must be a Canadian citizen & resident to be eligible)
Preferred Language of Communication:        English FORMCHECKBOX 

  
  French FORMCHECKBOX 



Permanent Address:


Street:
     

City:
     
Province:     

Postal Code:
     
Telephone 1:     




  
Telephone 2:     







Fax:
     

Email Address:      
SNOWBOARDING GOALS & ACCOMPLISHMENTS

I am currently a member of the following team(s):

 FORMCHECKBOX 

National Snowboard Team (Alpine)


 FORMCHECKBOX 

National Snowboard Team (Freestyle)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

National Snowboard Team (Snowboardcross)
 FORMCHECKBOX 

National Development Team (Alpine)
 FORMCHECKBOX 

National Junior Team (Freestyle)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

National Development Team (Snowboardcross)

 Please list your top 3 results/awards during the past two years.
1.     
2.     
3.      
Please outline your athletic goals for the upcoming season:

     
Please outline your long term athletic goals:

     
Outline your training program over the last 12 months.

     
FINANCIAL INFORMATION

Please indicate your level of carding under the Sport Canada ‘Athlete Assistance Program’:

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Senior International card (based on World Championships/Olympic results, $1,500 per month)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Senior Card (based on your FIS ranking, $1,500 per month)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Development card (based on Junior World Championship results, $900 per month)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Not Carded

List any grants and/or scholarships you have (or will) receive this season: (ex: Canadian Olympic Committee Performance Recognition Support Program, Dairy Farmers of Canada Pure Determination Fund, Petro-Canada Olympic Torch, etc..)

     
RATIONALE

Please explain, briefly, the reasons why you feel you should receive this award.

     
Attach 1 letter of reference and the phone number of your reference, and any other information you may feel to be relevant. 
Please note that letters of reference from Canada ~ Snowboard employees, Canada ~ Snowboard board of director’s, or personal family WILL NOT  be accepted.

I hereby certify that the statements made in this application form are true, complete and correct, to the very best of my knowledge and belief. I also hereby agree to release the use of my name and photograph for promotional use by Canada ~ Snowboard in relation to this award.

Date:
     

 Signature of applicant (type name) :       
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Suite 301-333 Terminal Avenue, Vancouver, BC V6A 4C1

info@canadasnowboard.ca www.canadasnowboard.ca
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